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Therefore many of the Jews who had come to visit Mary, and had seen what Jesus did, 

believed in him.  46But some of them went to the Pharisees and told them what Jesus had 

done.  47Then the chief priests and the Pharisees called a meeting of the Sanhedrin.  

“What are we accomplishing?” they asked.  “Here is this man performing many signs.  
48If we let him go on like this, everyone will believe in him, and then the Romans will come 

and take away both our temple and our nation.”  
49Then one of them, named Caiaphas, who was high priest that year, spoke up, “You 

know nothing at all!  50You do not realize that it is better for you that one man die for the 

people than that the whole nation perish.”  
51He did not say this on his own, but as high priest that year he prophesied that Jesus 

would die for the Jewish nation, 52and not only for that nation but also for the scattered 

children of God, to bring them together and make them one.  53So from that day on they 

plotted to take his life.  

Over the course of the coming weeks, as we do each year during the season of Lent, we’ll be 

following Jesus along His journey to the cross.  And as we do that, we’re going to be focusing each 

week on one of the more ironic statements or events of Jesus’ passion history.  Now, irony can be a 

pretty confusing concept to understand or to explain.  And part of the reason for that is there are so 

many different ways that that word, irony gets used.   

In rather basic terms, literary irony, which for the most part is what we’ll be dealing with, is 

when someone says or does something without understanding the full meaning of what is taking 

place.  That’s more or less the situation we have before us tonight.  In our Gospel lesson, Caiaphas, 

the high priest of Israel, makes one of the clearest statements of gospel that we have in the whole 

Bible but he never even realizes that he’s doing it.  His words are tonight’s irony of the passion: It is 

better that one man die for the people. 

So why did he say it?  Our lesson takes place just after Jesus had raised Lazarus from the 

dead, so we’re actually several weeks before the Passion Week leading up to Jesus’ death.  But this is 

the event that really set things in motion.  After Jesus performed that miracle, word of it came to the 

Pharisees.  Now you would think that the religious leaders of the people would be overjoyed to learn 

that this great teacher had power even over death itself. 

Ironically though, they weren’t.  In fact, the news terrified them.  They thought that if people 

heard that Jesus had the power to resurrect the dead, then they would put their trust in Him as their 

Savior and their King!  That was, of course, God’s plan.  That was why Jesus performed all of His 

miracles, to show that He truly was who He claimed to be, God’s Son, our Savior. 

That was exactly what was happening; people were coming to faith in Jesus.  And the 

Pharisees and chief priests had no idea what to do.  Their greatest fear was that if the people started 

acclaiming Jesus as their king, then the Romans would come in and wipe out their entire nation.  But 

what could they do to stop it?  They were at a loss.  And that’s when Caiaphas spoke up: Do you not 

realize, he said, that it is better for you that one man die for the people than that the whole 

nation perish? 

So why did he say it?  He makes it seem as though his proposal was the only valid, political 

solution to their predicament.  But, if Jesus was leading the people astray, then all the Sanhedrin—
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these rulers of Israel—had to do was confront Him with the true Word of God and show Him to be 

false.  If, on the other hand, what Jesus was saying was true and He was indeed the Messiah, then 

they had no reason to fear the Romans.  The truth is Caiaphas’s solution wasn’t political; it was 

personal.  Jesus posed a threat to their authority and power and they hated Him for it.  And so in 

reaction to Jesus’ greatest miracle yet, they decided to kill him.   

That’s pretty ironic.  But you be wondering by now, “what does it have to do with me?”  It 

has to do with us because John tells us Caiaphas was not the only speaking as those words came out 

of his mouth.  The real irony in this situation was that Caiaphas, completely unknowingly, was being 

used as the mouthpiece of God to deliver a message to His people.  That message is the same one 

we’ve already heard: It is better that one man die for the people than that all the people perish. 

So why did God say it?  First of all, what it shows us is the law: that we, the people were 

going to perish.  We have within us that same, sinful, selfish, proud, arrogant person that Caiaphas 

had within himself.  We have all sinned against God and we all deserve His punishment.  But God 

decided that rather than destroying all of us, as we deserve, it would be better if just one man would 

die. 

And that’s why He sent Jesus.  Jesus gave up His life so that all of our sins would be 

forgiven.  He gave up His life for us so that through the Gospel news the Holy Spirit could give us a 

new life, one that would wage war within our hearts against that selfishness and pride. 

God used Caiaphas, the high priest, to send a message: Jesus, the great High Priest had come 

and He was about to offer the only sacrifice that could ever pay for our sins, by shedding the only 

blood that could ever turn God’s anger away from us, the only blood that could ever make us friends 

with God again—His blood. 

Jesus’ blood—the blood of God Himself—is worth more than all of God’s Creation.  And so 

it was able to pay for the sins of the entire world.  When you think about it, Caiaphas’s prophecy is 

really very similar to the familiar words John shares with us a little earlier in his Gospel: God so 

loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish 

but have eternal life (Jn 3:16).  Jesus died for us so that we might live for Him.  He has taken away 

your sins, removed them as far as the east is from the west (Ps 103:12).  He has made you and all 

those who place their trust in Him members of God’s family; He’s given you an inheritance in His 

heavenly kingdom and the promise of eternal life.  Amen. 

 


